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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS

From 22t028" June 2009, a group of 10 SSWIGS had the most fantastic time in Krakc
Polandit would not have been able to take place without the hard work and perseveran
many individuals timgny thanks to:

Claire Mollarfor undertaking the main p#reafrganisation of the trip and encouraging
our enthusiasm for it

Jason Keeléifor managing the finances of the trip

SSWIGS Committee 2008or having the foresight and courage to go atibadirsith
SSAGO foreign trip in conjunction whatiekard roles

SSAGO Executive Committee@0fa8 approving the trip such that it could go ahead
Tour Guidéasfor ensuring our days out and about were informative and fun;
SSWIG™Members for organising individual items and activities cortbdhreetipi

Attendee<laire, Jason, Annabel, Tom, Bex, Jenny, RBrenmbieloise and Aude
for making the trip incredibly enjoyable!

Thanks to Claire, Rhiannon, Annabel, Tom and Bex for the photos used here.

DZKWAJn




MONDAY JUNEN22009

Nhe SSWIGS all started the day e

travelling from across the country, to meet a

airport for the start of our adventurérst abroa
as a societyEveryone, surprisingly regarding
time, was on time thus we checked in, dispos
bagage, although some bags had to go i
special hold! Checking in early gave us pl

time to wander around the airport and get a

and a fry up. However, typically, our flig
delayedvhich made Derek clearly very ne

being his firstn& on an aeroplane! If sheep

supposed to fly, they would have wings!

When we eventually got on the plane, most of us were able to sit togethemaemhiie lasingeople
on! We managed to get ourselves known with the rest of the gaspeagesssting the temptation to sing any of
our explicit campfire solgsek was particularly excited about his first trip on a plane and ensured that he g
picture with all the air stewardesses, but was upset about not being ablethe gockpit\dsid pilots! We safely
landed in Krakow late afternoon, taking the bus from the plane to the terminal, where most people collec
passport stamps. Derek, with his hastily made passport was upset that he did not h@rebisitit iy .
Poland, we collected our baggage, which surprisingly did not take too long to arrive before walking to the statio
the train to the city centre. Claire purchased the tickets, achieving the first Polish spoken by SSWH@S on the trij
Krakowslowny station, atemptetb find our way out. Half the group went down the stairs whilst the other half tc
the escalator situated right next to it! Yet, they both ended up in different places! After about an hour in Polan
alreadynanaged to split the group in two! After reuniting the group in the main shopping centre attached to the

we found some Swedish scoutsevb@mending some time in Krakow.

We left the shopping precinct and made our way to our
hostel, when ungrisingly for a SSWIGS trip, it started to rain!
Thus we trundled across thewgity outuggage passing
many O0sex shopsdé, each one b
finding our hostel, tucked down one of the many side streets off
the busy roads, wheremet up with our tenth member on the
trip Aude. We checked in, each receiving a key for the room
and an individual locker and made our way up to our room,
wherave managed to sort out who had which bed fairly easily.
We were then shown around the, hostdb ensure we all

knew where the bar downstairs was, before heading off food

shoppig for the next few days where Tom used his very best




Polish, well pointing and hand gestures anyway, to order sobygochiekenming to the hostel, we had thiene
delicious pasta packs we all took with Thesbarmdnef or

attempted to teach us some Polish, in particularly the names of drinks. A tatanka for anyone? Where as Aude
to get herselfrath i nt oxi cated, Jason had managed to pul !

the train station earlier in the day!

Quote of the Dajxude (after several drinkéfwvant t o be racist, but | <cart




TUESDAY JUNER23009

Where as some may have got a decdnt nimgh sl eep, others may have

managed to get a name and Facebook request, Jason

After a lazy breakfast and lunch making we made our wZ- s
o &

to Wawel Castle, getting very miteoway! After a few photos outl
and the odd joke that SSWIGS can leave Swansea but the

al ways foll ow, we made our wds ng st

Lair, a set of caves underne gr ot
not meet the dragon, SM&welskiwhilst in the caves, as he

entertaining other guests with his fire breathing just outsidehiise

cave We then split up into a couple of groups for an explo :

remainder of the castle. Most of uawentund t he C 48 0 s

equivalent to Westminster Abbey, taking the audio tour, where
to acquaint ourselves with the fkimger queens and (just to make t
confusingjueerkingsof the countriWe were also able to get astamnt
view across Krakow from one of the bell towers. Despite getti
several occasions behind the slow guided tours, we made it
Cathedral, before making outonbg lrketSquare for lunch.

Having lunch, we had to be careftilhatnot taken
by the pigeons, and one plucky sparrow, who were watching us

puppy eyed. In the main square, we were met by Mascienz, our

tour guide for the afternoon. We were taken around the city,
shown many of the sights and the stories behindubh cit

as 060if you cannot see the to«
clearly not beemd8tMargsiChunc e n
which was buily 2 brothers, each responsible for one tower.

The younger brother built his wider at the base sdhiddcould

his tower taller. The older brother felt his tower should be higher,
so pushed his brother off the top of the tower and built his tower
yet taller. He then felt guilty, so jumped off top of tallest tower

and killed himself too!

After the tour haded, we stayed around the old
town for a while longer, exploring the many stalls in the cloth hall
in theMarket Squarecking up souvenirs, postcardsrtd




homepadges faramp blanketmd some ice crearfitis was the perfect place to sheltethehgext storm hit.
Once the storm had eased significantly, we decided to make a move back to the hostel for dinner, yet a flash o

and loud simultaneous clap of thunder made gwapgorfar out of their skin!

Upon getting back to theghdsinabel and Tom made a fantastic curry for us all before making our wa
across to the bar once more. As well as the usual tatankas, we had several games of pool and table footbz
some European guys came over, still not sure whether theyane/Au&eaan or Dutill, Jason and Heloise
beat them at pool for British piiég! managed to get there own back though with teaching the girls a few phrase
their language. Not sure what the phrases were but quite sure, from thairtsniggdriseth wer en ot a

pleased about!

Quote of the Daglaire- Rhiannon anevent tded together




WEDNESDAY JUNEH2009

Having got up, we packed for
planned water day of pedalos and swi
expecting to get weée did, not froour
planned activigiedbut from the weather instg
Thusour morninglans changed and we tg
the short walk to the aquarium insteg
pedaloinglenny managed to break the la
the way, crossing the road when the ma
still red! *TutslWe sw Iés of fish and othg
marine life such as terrapins and snakes
we attempt e ghobiadNot suwe
how successful we wereweaday need tc
try again at some future thnaehbel and Be
found some crayons and paper and took somettirde some drawings of what they ha®seatihg by the
terrapin enclosure, Jason walked across, and thought that he had stepped on and squashed a lizard to find t

only a carving on the floor!

Upon completing our walk around the aquateciteceto take a walk to Park Wodny, stopping for lunch in
a park on the w& ynnabel, however, had misread the map and ensured us it was not far aztuledigtarvealk
away. Upon realising her mistake, we decided that it would take th@fahipsteadicaught a bus for the rest of
the way theréJpon arrival we got changed and showered before taking on the slides and other attractions. We
out on the river rapids, ensuring some of the group got caught going around rbei@ré¢haoingeonto the
slides, all of varying speeds and heights. Did anyone get round the whirlpool slide in one go without having
their way dowwe t hen pl ayed O6piggy in the middled and

anyway, on the climbing walls and the floating islands. Once everyone had had enough we made our way beé

hostel by bus, tram and foot.

We went out for dinner in the evening to the pizzeria just

along the main road from the hostel, where wacrosseur

biggest dilemma of the trip: to have a small or big pizza? Most
decided to go for the small, but Rhiannon, went for the large,
somehow managed to finish(iwalshall ignore the crusts!). Upon
finishing, or otherwise, our pizzas, we mada gur i nt o Kr a
Market Square for the evening, ending at a restaurant for cocktails
and ice cregmvell Jenny and Shalrared onanyway Once

again, it decided to rain hahilst we were sitting outside. Upon

finishing our drinks and ice creangothe split with some going




into town, clearld ley Aude, tobar in a little square down an alley, which had a strangeAbletfdvoitle of
vodka and several pitchers of apple juice were drunk between several of us. Claire, Bex aticuBhaun had
trouble getting up to leave, andshbepause the seats were c8mkyéven needexluse someone to lean on all

the way back to the hostel!

Quote of the Day: Jaséi AAAAH! | just trod on a |iz

AnotherQuote of the DafRhiannon (aftdmishing her massive pizzdEven | could do an ice cteam




THURSDAY 25 UNE2009

With some of us not getting to bed to gone 3am, we had a very lazy start to the day, not getting goi
about 11However it was our scheduled dayheffyrop decided to split into three, Annabel and Tom went off
together to visit the Jewish quarter and acvosdattikv er t o Schindl er s house; /
to be getting close!) and Heloise went to catch the bus to nearby Auselother, fvel went on a walk around

the Jewish quarter and the old town.

In the Jewish Quarter, across the main road from the
hostel, we had a look in a couple of the synagogues and in the
Jewish Museulve then walked through the park surrounding
the a town to the Barbican, where we met a painter who
became very interested in Derek. Had lunch at one of the cafés
on the main square, watching the horse drawn carriages come
and go. Bought souvenirs and postoaridsling confusing
the shop keeper whagibg the stamfiggm one of the many
stalls in the market inside the clotefua# making our way
back to the hostel, buying an ice cream on @wrweayider
around the old town continued through to one of the squares
where there was some fordamée display, including people
in traditional polish dress, which we stayed and watched for a
little while, with other SSWIGS walking through and joining us.
We made it back to the hostel to write our postcards to the
SSWIGS who wereb@i a n d ednaimrplt com

As we needed more food for that nightos meal é
headed out to the supermarket once@nooeir way we posted the postcards to those boring SSWIGS member
Hopefully they madbére ok and we can say we conquered the Polish postahepstanretirned to the hostel
with our purchases, Bex decided tcathtiogvfood for that eveoiey the kitchen floor! So, as a punishment she

was madw do the cookingdgeryorie

At er finishing our meal (or what was |l eft of t
trip out in the Tatrads. We did go for a few drin

and table footballhough many of us were in bed early for having to get up at the crack of dawn the following day

Quote of the Day:B&xT hi s pool table is heightist. ..l thi



FRIDAY 26 JUNE2009

We got up early for heading off frdvostietto Zakopane, in the Tatra mountain region, at 8am. We walke«
across to the bus station, bought tickets and jumped on the bus for the 2 % Hmunjouriains. As we were
all up early, most slept for the whole journey, missing ouutfulinglbeand countryside passed along the way.
When we arrived in Zakopane, we met up with our amazing tour guides for the day, Lech asdoRbeer, and led

minibus that would take us to the sights of Zakopane.

Our first stop on the tour wa@den chape

which supposedly was b
Zakopane styler so we were informiddwever, ther
was some form of service being held at the time
certainly felt a little intrusive going in to just have a
secod stop on the tour was thekskimpski (or ski
jump i f you don dvheresvpteok
skHift up to the viewing pddex had to hold Derek bé
from attempting to take the quick way bac&sdogy

reckoned he could beat thiel \wexcord of 140 metres.

We were then led back down from-¢kgLgkip
skito the main town centre of Zakopane and past t
stalls selling golden brown blocks, which turned o
cheese, not bread or wooden ornaments as some

We werethen taken to the museum to absorb some

of the region.

We were then taken up one of the mountains surrounding
Zakopne,G u b a gthisatikme bfgniculat n o, weoinger en
to hike it!), where at the top
where those with cameras stopped to take several pictures! We
stopped for lunch with thiw vibere Derek had the urge to try
eve yoneds glasses on to see wh
Once we had finished lunch we had a go on the air hockey tables,
with everyone having a sliglffigrentactic, some with more

success than others!

Despite the threat to Heloisestimtvouldbe walking
back down, vwadltook the mountain train back to the town centre

where we thanked and waved goodbye to Lech and Peter. We were




managed to resist buying a traditional Rplrdiainsteheéhad one bought for him, however it was a little too big

for his head, and typically a smaller one was later found.

We met back up as a group as we went for a meal, in a regtayiteadisenal Polish cui3ine.food
was good thithe goulash and potato pancakes a particular &thawgge incredibly s@ltthough we sat outside
there were some Polish band inside the restaurant who we watched for a few minutes before leaving. Upon le
restaurant we headed badietbuswellwe would have done if Shaun led us the right way! However, we did instee
walk through a park with a fantastic view of the mountains which we would have not otherwise have got, thus f
that it was a planned diversion! Once we teacked host el , we went downstairs

locals!







